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Preparing Christian leaders through academic 
excellence in a Christ-centered environment 

Monday, Sept. 6 
NO SCHOOL—
LABOR DAY! 

Tuesday, Sept. 7 
8:15 AM Mass Gr. 6-8 
(7BC) 
PreK begins! 

Wednesday, Sept. 8 
8:15 AM Mass Gr. 1-2 
(1A) 

Thursday, Sept. 9 
3:20-4:15 PM Choir 
practice 

Friday, Sept. 10 
8:15 AM All School 
Mass (6BC/KA) 
Grandparents &   
Special Friends Day! 

Monday, Sept. 13 
8:15 AM Mass Gr. 3-5 
(3A) 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 14 
8:15 AM Mass Gr. 6-8 
(6AD) 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 15 
8:15 AM Mass Gr. K-2 
(1B) 
11:30 AM-12:15 PM  
Chat ‘N Chew-Gr. 6-8 
 

Thursday, Sept.16 
10 AM Reconciliation 
Service-Church 
3:20-4:15 PM Choir 
practice 
7 PM Sports Club 
Mtg.—PC 

Friday, Sept. 17 
8:15 AM All School 
Mass (5A) 

 

Living in His Love 

From the Principal 
Our Parent Meeting/Curriculum Night on Thursday was a fantastic success and thanks to all who took the time to attend.  
Father Stillmunks got us started with some great words, and the teachers and I made two special presentations on Dif-
ferentiated Instruction.  Areas covered in the presentations included Teaching Using Differentiation, Flexible Grouping, 
Tiered Assignments, Student Choices, Student Grading, and the Implementation of Differentiation at CTK.  A brief ques-
tion and answer period followed each presentation.   
 

Several questions that were asked related to student choices and grading…such as what if a student just chooses a less 
challenging project option for a lower grade?  A strong partnership between teachers and parents will help guide stu-
dents to the higher levels that we all want them to strive for whether a project or activity relates to differentiation or not.  
Please ask your child for information regarding projects and activities going on in their classes, check out teacher pages 
on the CTK website for information the teacher may post related to a particular project or activity, and simply talk with 
your child about always striving to do the most and the best they can do.  We’ll always encourage and push each child to 
higher levels but it ultimately comes down to the child to actually do the work.  Working together as teachers and parents 
will increase the likelihood that your child will make the best choices both now and in the future.   
 

Other questions were…are other schools implementing differentiation and how long did we research differentiation?  
Differentiation is something that is used at some other public schools throughout Omaha.  Who is using differentiation 
and how aggressively they’re using it varies tremendously from school to school and from district to district.  Christ the 
King is however, fairly unique among the many Catholic schools as far as implementing differentiation.  Through our 
strong CTK school improvement process, we’ve been researching differentiation over a 2 to 3 year period and are now 
ready to move forward with it.   
 

Differentiated Instruction will enable us to challenge each student regardless of their learning ability, learning interests, or 
learning preferences.  We’ll absolutely continue to use the tried and true traditional teaching methods that have always 
made us strong, but through differentiation, we’ll be able to challenge our students more and grow even stronger and 
more effective as a school.  This is a lot of extra work for our teachers, but all teachers are committed to learning all they 
can about differentiation and using the various differentiated instruction strategies.  Many teachers have been using a lot 
of these strategies already at CTK for years…differentiated instruction is just good teaching!   
 

Thanks to all the teachers who helped make the differentiated instruction presentations such a success.  Special thanks 
to the teacher presenters:  Mr. Hartigan, Mrs. Heithoff, Mrs. Wenberg, Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. Karnes, Mrs. Powers, 
Mrs. McIntyre, Mr. Eckerman, Miss Douglas, Mrs. Matuella, and Mr. Menks.  Thanks also for all your support…it’s all 
of us working together that makes CTK such a wonderful place!   
 

Please consider helping one of our new 8
th
 grade students who is working on her service project for Confirmation.  Elisa-

beth Henderson transferred to CTK from a school where Confirmation is celebrated in the spring and now that she’s at 
CTK, she’s just a little behind.  Elisabeth has organized a diaper and new baby supply drive to assist a local Omaha or-
ganization and needs your help.  Starting on Tuesday, September 7

th
, she’ll place collection boxes outside her middle 

school House and in front of the office for new baby items such as baby clothes, bottles, and diapers.  Elisabeth will also 
be placing a money jar in the office for anyone who would like to make monetary donations.  Any donation you make will 
make a huge difference in the life of a new baby!   
 

The Fall Festival raffle kick-off and the Fun Run were a huge success last Friday!  Students raised over $11,000 during 
the Fun Run and what a beautiful day it was!  Special thanks to Kristi Kellen and Peggy Sutej for doing such an amaz-
ing job coordinating the Fun Run and also to Kristina Wellendorf and Jan Martin for spearheading the raffle kick-off. 
 

We’ve already had several students try to get back into the school after the regular school day because they forgot to 
bring homework home with them.  Students in all grades are responsible for remembering to bring homework related 
materials home each day and for also remembering to bring completed homework back to school.  To help encourage 
and develop this sense of responsibility, please do not bring students back to school after dismissal to get materials that 
they forgot.  Also, please do not bring homework assignments to the office if your child forgets it at home.  In addition, 
please make sure your child arrives at school on time each morning.  This will not only get your child off to a good start in 
the morning at school but will also keep your child from interrupting others once the instructional day has started.  
Thanks for your cooperation with this.   
  

Have a fantastic and a safe 3-day weekend…God Bless…Chris Segrell 



SCHOOL NEWS 
SEPTEMBER LUNCH MENU 
The new menu has been uploaded to the CTK website.   
 
PRESCHOOL AFTERNOON DISMISSAL:  3:05PM 
Our preschool program begins on Tuesday, September 7.  The afternoon preschool program dismisses at 3:05 PM, and 
these parents will be allowed to pick up their child in front of the preschool doors from 3:05-3:10 PM.  During this time, 
the K-5 parents must wait in a line in the south parking lot until the preschool kids have been dismissed and picked up.  
At 3:10 PM, the K-5 parents may then pull forward for the regular school day dismissal pick-up.  This is effective through 
the school year.  Thank you for adhering to this procedure and ensuring a safe dismissal for our preschoolers. 
 
CTK FAMILY DIRECTORY 
The directory’s were available for pick-up at Curriculum Night.  If you were not able to make it, yours will be sent home 
with your youngest or only child today.  If you’d like to purchase extra’s, they will be available in the school office and are 
$3 each.   A couple corrections—kindergartener Alfio Gagliolo should be listed in Mrs. Sayles’ classroom and kinder-
gartner Sloan Sullivan should be spelled Sloane. 
  
MEDICINE FOR SCHOOL 
If your child has a condition requiring medicine to be kept at school, please send these items as soon as possible.  This 
would include inhalers and Epi-pens.  Please also be sure to include a doctor’s note.  
 
GRANDPARENTS & SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY 
All grandparents or a special neighbor or aunt/uncle, are invited to join CTK students at mass on Friday, September 10 
at 8:15 AM.  A brief open house will follow at the school until 10 AM.  An invite is attached for you to print and give to 
your special grandparent or friend!  Please contact Cathy McNamara at 391-9097 with questions. 

 

YOUTH OFFERING ENVELOPES: If your child would like to use Youth Offering Envelopes for their Sunday  

offering (and we encourage the students to use them!), please email Ann Warner at warnera@ctkomaha.org and she will 
send them home with your child/children.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Volunteer to be the coordinator for one of our sacramental receptions.  
 
 Confirmation Reception 
          Sunday, November 21st, Time: TBD 
 First Reconciliation Reception 
         Thursday, December 2nd, 6:30p.m. 
 First Communion Reception 
          Sunday, May 1st, 3:00p.m. 
 
Coordinator responsibilities: Enlist at least two helpers; Contact Jay 
Firmature one month prior to reception; 
    Set-up & serve cookies, lemonade, coffee; Basic clean-up after 
reception 
    Reception time commitment: 2 to 3 hours 
 
Contact Ann Warner at warnera@ctkomaha.org as soon as possible to sign up for this opportunity! 
 
 

MUSIC IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS(MCS) NEEDS  
MCS are looking for good, used band instruments including woodwinds, brass and percussion to loan to parochial school 
students who cannot afford to rent or buy an instrument.  Financial gifts are also needed to adopt a band student, as 
monetary gifts enable students to participate who could not otherwise do so.  For more information, please contact Deb 
Lund at MCS at 557-5600. 
 
HYVEE RECEIPTS 
The office will be collecting Hy-Vee receipts from September 1-December 31.  We are collecting these receipts to help 
benefit the Uta Halee Girls Village as HyVee donates a percentage back on behalf of CTK.  Last year, we helped raise 
approximately $410 for their education department.   
 
CTK “GO GREEN” BAGS! 
We are still selling bags if you’re interested.  Bags are $2 each or 3/$5.  Contact the office! 
 
CUB SCOUTS PACK 370 
Meeting on Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30 PM in the CTK Cafeteria.  Mark your calendar for September 29 as we will 
be going to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch!  
 
BROCHURES IN OFFICE 
Stop by or contact the office if you are interested in one of the brochures below. 
The Rose Theater Season Guide  
Omaha Sports Academy—Basketball Clinics 
MOMS Brochures 

Dear CTK parents & students: 

 Over the last few weeks, I have worked at the Siena-Francis House for confirmation service 

hours.  One of the many things the Siena-Francis House needs are forks.  The last time I was there, at 

least 10-20 people were waiting for a meal because they did not have enough forks.  I am asking you 

to consider donating  any extra forks or spoons that you may have.  There will be a box in the main 

entrance and middle school entrance for you to drop off these utensils.  Please bring at least one fork 

and spoon on Monday and Tuesday.  Thanks! 

      Your fellow student, Ian Alfieri, 8th grade 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING  

REQUIRED FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS 

If you are planning to assist in any volunteer 
capacity at the school or parish, including 
coaching or attending field trips, you MUST 
take the Safe Environment training class.  The 
Archdiocese mandates that any person working 
with children have this training.  Cost is $10.  
For volunteers new to CTK, the initial class is 3 
hours and classes can be found at 
www.archomaha.com under Safe Environment.  
Certifications last 5 years.  If you have had 
training previously and would like to know when 
your certification expires, please contact the 
school office. 



PARENTS CLUB 

CTK APPAREL 
Contact John Mullen at 343-0995 or jpmullen2@novia.net. 
 
USED UNIFORMS 
Contact Kelly Steier at 331-0965 or kellysteier@cox.net. 
 

K—5TH GRADE CHAT „N CHEW 
 Join the CHAT 'n CHEW Book Club!  We meet the 3rd Monday of each month from 
3:20-4pm, beginning on Monday, September 20th.  Parent volunteers will select the books 
and facilitate the meetings with the kids.  Student participation is voluntary and requires a 
parent to enroll  the student.  Please e-mail Peggy Sutej at dsutej@cox.net or call 393-

4029 to sign up for this fun activity.  Enrollments are due by Sept. 3rd.   
 

September book selections are as follows: 
 

  K-1st grade: The Night Before 1st Grade by Natasha Wing  

  2nd grade: 26 Fairmont Avenue by Tomie DePaola  

  3rd grade: I survived the SInking of the Titanic, 1912 by Lauren Tarshis  

 4th grade: Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook Extreme Jr. Edition,  by Borgenicht and Heimberg. 

   5th grade: The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
 

September book selections can be located in the CTK library (limited copies) or the Bookworm (20% discount for CHAT 
'n CHEW books). 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CHAT „N CHEW (6-7-8) 
We will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 AM in the 21st Century Room in the middle school wing.  Our 
first meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 15th and lunch will be provided.  
  

  The September book selection is,  Schooled, by Gordon Korman. 
   

Questions can be directed to Jan Braun at braunjt@cox.net or Brenda Langenberg at langenberg@cox.net.   

PARENTS CLUB OFFICERS 
President:  Kathy Neary 
Vice-Pres:  Beth Wilson 

Treasurer:  Janelle Kupka 
Secretary:  Joanne Cawley 

KINDERGARTEN SOCCER 
The kindergarteners will start their season this coming Tuesday, September 7th from 3:34-4:45 PM.  Parents, please 
make sure somebody is available after school to help your child dress for soccer.  I will be outside to distribute soccer 
balls, shin guards, t-shirts and socks.  We will also provide treats each week.  If your child has a restrictive diet, you will 
have to provide their treat. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 
Some of our CTK teams start their season this weekend.  The remaining teams will have games next week.  Parents, 
we will need someone at each game to keep the game record in a scorebook.  I will be sending home a copy of the 
page in the scorebook with your daughter.  Please look it over so you can help when your coach needs you.  
 
SPORTS CLUB MEETING 
Plan to attend our first meeting set for Thursday, September 16 at 7 PM in the Parish Center. 
 
FREE TICKETS 
We have complimentary tickets to the following CU games.  
Contact the office if interested. 

Men’s Soccer- Tuesday, October 5 

Women’s Volleyball- Friday, October 8 

Women’s Soccer- Saturday, October 16 

ATHLETIC NEWS by RAY JANSEN  392-1052 

Second Grade Parents:  
I look forward to a great year working together in the 

faith formation of your child.   

   First Reconciliation Parents Meeting:  
  Wednesday, September 22nd  (Parish Center)  

  Gathering: 6:15 -6:30pm  

  Meeting: 6:30 -7:45pm 

First Reconciliation:  
  Thursday, December 2nd, 6:30pm 

First Communion Parents Meeting:  
  Wednesday, February 23rd  (Parish Center)  

  Gathering: 6:15 -6:30pm   

 Meeting: 6:30 -7:45pm  

First Communion Rehearsal  
  Friday, April 29th  6:00pm (Church)  

First Holy Communion:   
 Sunday, May 1st  at 3:00pm  

Eighth Grade Parents:  

Dates to put on your calendar!  

Segment Two completed: was due Wed., 

Sept. 1st This includes all items in Tab 2 with 

the Service Fair Display and Report. Parent 

signatures needed. 

Confirmation Service Fair:  
  Sunday, September 12th  
 The Service Fair Displays will be on exhibit in the 

Parish Center during the Parish Open House.  

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat  
 Thursday, October 14th  

 During our school day (8am -3pm) 

Confirmation Service Fair and Parish Open House 
 

After the 8:00a.m. and 10:00a.m. Masses on September  12th, 

see the amazing service each of the 8th graders has completed.  

     Sacrament News 
 

mailto:dsutej@cox.net


  

  
  

Christ the King SchoolChrist the King School  

Grandparents Day Grandparents Day   

 

We would like to extend an invitation to all grandparents of Christ the King students to 

join us for Mass on Friday, September 10
th
 at 8:15 a.m. at Christ the King Church.  A brief open 

house at the school will take place following the Mass until 10:00 a.m.  

 

If your childõs grandparent is not available and they would like to invite an aunt, uncle, 

neighbor or other special friend we would welcome them. This is a great opportunity to show-

case our wonderful church and school where our children spend their days learning. 

 

Please contact Cathy McNamara at 391-9097 with questions. 

MMMMM.....FALL FESTIVAL BAKE SALE! 
It would be really sweet if you could donate 1or 2 treats!  
Drop off your donation Saturday, September  25th  from 10 to 3 PM in the Parish Center  
If you would like to donate or have questions contact Colleen Nieland at 991-2216 or                           
colleen_nieland@yahoo.com or Tricia Olsen 614-3421 
 

HIP, HOP „N POP  
Cakewalks are so yesterday...let’s Hip, Hop ’n Pop instead!  Monetary donations are requested in order to allow the pur-
chase of prizes which will include candies, snacks and POP for this fun .  Flyers are going home with students in K-5th 
grades today asking for donations! 
 
VOLUNTEERS  
If you have already signed up, THANK YOU!  If you haven't had a chance to sign up or if you can spare additional volun-
teer time, please go to our online registration at www.Mysignup.com/ctkffvolunteers to view available positions and 
times (shifts also include before and after set-up and clean-up).  Please remember that all parents are required to vol-
unteer two-hours for either the Silent Auction or Fall Festival.  High School and 8th Grade students may also volunteer 
(including for the Silent Auction) and can receive service hours. 
 

This is a great way to help our school and to meet other CTK parents and families.  Thank you for your help!  Questions?    
Contact Jennifer Slattery, Volunteer Chair at jtslats@cox.net  
 
COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 
Back by popular demand:  The "Cookbook Nook" at the Fall Festival.  An order form can be found under downloads on 
the CTK School website and you can pre-order books NOW!  We have a great variety so take some time to see what 
you like!  NEW this year...we’ve added 2 dictionaries and 2 thesauruses for elementary and middle-school aged stu-
dents.  Think fall baking, holiday gifts, and resource books for your student!  Questions?  Contact Cindy Heider, Cook-
book Chairman at cmheider@cox.net. 

FALL FESTIVAL NEWS 

CTK LADIES GUILD:  BIBLE STUDY 
Beginning in mid-September, the Ladies Guild will be presenting two separate bible study programs by Jeff Cavins: 
The Book of Revelation and The Great Adventure Timeline.  Registration forms are available in the Parish of-
fice.  Look for these forms, along with all the information on dates, times and fees.  Start the fall off on an exciting jour-
ney of history, tradition and faith!  For more information, please contact Maya Fayad at mayajr@hotmail.com or Joanne 
Cawley at joanne@cawley.net. 
 

MOMS:  MINISTRY OF MOMS SHARING 
Calling all Moms!  Christ the King will be hosting an 8 week session of Ministry of Mothers Sharing (MOMS) on Monday 
evenings beginning in September 27th.  MOMS is a ministry focused on your sacred self and your journey as a mother.  
This is a wonderful way to recharge your spiritual life and form a network of supportive “moms”. Registration forms are 
located in the parish hallway and school office.  Call Sharon Brown at 393-0971 for more information. 

PARISH NEWS 
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